Calling on Caterpillar:  Voices in Opposition to Corporate Human Rights Abuses
“If apartheid ended, so can the occupation. But the moral force and international pressure will have to be just as determined. The current divestment effort is the first, though certainly not the only, necessary move in that direction.” -- Bishop Desmond Tutu 
Many organization, nationally and internationally, are focusing on divestment from companies that profit from the occupation of the Palestinian Territories – Caterpillar is one of these companies and deserve special attention, especially from the Olympia community.

These allies are important to know because it validates what we are working toward – corporate responsibility for human rights abuses. Caterpillar is called on to abide by federal and international law and end their participation in human rights abuses by the Israeli military against Palestinian civilians.
The following is a select list of non-governmental and religious organizations taking a stand for human rights and challenging Caterpillar Inc to do the same…
Jewish Voice for Peace
“At JVP, we fully support selective divestment from companies that profit from Israel's occupation of the West Bank, Gaza, and East Jerusalem. This includes American companies like Caterpillar who profit from the wholesale destruction of Palestinian homes and orchards. It also includes Israeli companies who depend on settlements for materials or labor or who produce military equipment used to violate Palestinian human rights.”

JVP is heading up a progressive shareholder resolution, with Sisters of Laredo and Sisters of Mercy, calling on Caterpillar to investigate its role in human rights abuses in the occupied territories. 
Sabeel Palestinian Liberation Theology Center
In April of 2005, Sabeel released “A Call for Morally Responsible Investing” stating:

1. Earning money through investment in companies whose products and services are used in such a way as to violate International Law and human rights is equivalent to profiting from unlawful acts and from the oppression of others.

2. Investment in such companies can be seen as condoning the harm of innocent civilians under occupation and the illegal Israeli settlement policies that lead to human rights violations.

3. Investment in such companies enables the government of Israel to sustain the ongoing violation of human rights of innocent civilians.

4. Continuing such investments, once the facts are brought to our attention, constitutes deliberate condoning of the evil practices.
Not In My Name
“NIMN supports selective divestment and/or selective boycott campaigns that target corporations that profit from the Occupation.  A prime example is the Caterpillar Corporation, which manufactures the D-9 bulldozers that are used to destroy Palestinian homes, farms, and orchards.
We underscore our belief that the Occupation is not only destroying Palestinian society, but Israeli society, as well.  Selective divestment from companies that profit from this destruction is not only appropriate, it is both pro-Palestinian and pro-Israeli. 
Therefore, NIMN urges its members and supporters to investigate and actively support selective divestment and boycott campaigns that target corporations that profit from the Occupation.” 

US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation
This 200 organization strong coalition of grassroots groups adopted the Caterpillar Campaign on their 2006 platform for action.  This adoption brings a variety of resource to localized coalitions, including the Boot Cat Campaign based in Boston, Stop CAT Coalition based in Chicago, CAT Free DC Coalition and the Olympia CAT Campaign.
Presbyterian Church 

The Presbyterian Church US introduced the Selective Divestment Initiatives at their general synod in the March of 2004.  They are in the process of corporate engagement in order to pressure companies, including Caterpillar, Inc, to stop supplying equipment that supports the Israeli military occupation of Palestinian land.  They will later make decision to divest dependent on the response of the companies involved in this continued dialogue. They are the first large religious organization to take this stand.
Church of England

In February of 2006 the Church of England decided in their synod to sell off all investment held in Caterpillar Inc.  They will continue to engage the corporation will following through with the disinvestment.
United Methodist Churches of New England and Virginia
The United Methodist News Service reported in July of 2005 the New England and Virginia called upon the United Methodist Board of Pensions “to review its investments and undertake a process of phased, selective divestment from any multinational corporations profiting from the illegal demolition of Palestinian homes, destruction of the Palestinian economy and confiscation of Palestinian land, following United Methodist guidelines which require a period of information gathering and evaluation of alternative means of intervention before undertaking a boycott.” 
Local groups endorsing and/or sponsoring the Olympia CAT Campaign 2006:

Palestine Solidarity Committee- Seattle

Olympia-Rafah Sister City Project

Olympia Movement for Justice and Peace

SESAME – Students Education Students About the Middle East, Evergreen
